National Programs

The more highly developed the animal industry of a nation/ the
more compelling is its need to make provisions for preserving
unusual or unique populations and to ensure access to the
genetic diversity that will be required for future breeding programs.
Countries differ markedly in the size and character of their animal
populations, in the requirements for managing animal genetic resources,
and in their capability to initiate and support programs. Each coun-
try should determine which of its animal populations are endangered
and which merit protection. Nevertheless, national programs to manage
genetic resources will have many common technical and organiza-
tional elements. This chapter describes several national efforts and
reviews the basic organizational elements of a national program.

EXAMPLES OF CURRENT NATIONAL EFFORTS

A number of national programs have been established, particu-
larly in developed countries, and public and private initiatives are
also in operation (Alderson, 1990a; Wiener, 1990). Well-known and
successful examples are programs of the Nordic countries and the
Rare Breeds Survival Trust in the United Kingdom (Alderson, 1990b).

In the United States, no organized federal program for maintain-
ing the diversity of livestock animals exists. However, plans are
under way for a national germplasm program, and the need for coor-
dinated action at both national and international levels has been out-
lined (Council for Agricultural Science and Technology, 1984; Office
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